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! 'The Earller Nenalssance.
' The 14test contribution to the *Periods
of Eu Literature” series now in
vouree blication by the Scribners is
a volu titled The Earlier Renaissance,
by O%s Sainvssuny. The author
recognize in a preface the ty of
explainigg what is meant by the title of
his k .. It in well known that some

studentsiof medieval literature have oarried
the Roefafseance in Italy as far beck as
Petrarel, if not even as far haok as
though thede authors are dealt with in the
two pregeding volumes of this series, Mr.
Saintshury accepts, though he does not
undertalie to justify, the common definition
‘wrhich reggards the Renaissance of literature
fn e otrd and western Europe as not prac-
tically heginning until the fifteenth century
was far pdvanced, that is to say, uatil the
various but converging influences of the
eapture jof Constantinople, the invention
of pvlm&i, the discovery of America and
the finaliaprising against the ecclesiasticsl
tyranny 'of. Rome had been successfully
brought o bear. For this purposs, there-
fore the “Earlier Renaissance” signifies the
eltsine vpars of the fifteenth century and the
first half of the sixteenth—-the time when,
the study of (ireek having previously come
to supnott and correct that of Tatin in Italy,
the full olssical ceulture was transmitted
from ltaly herself to France and England,
and o helped to instal in forms which
eannot 4ven to this day be sald to have
becoma wholly antiquated, the two greatest
Htaratures of Europe. It is this prooess
wthe “Itgdianization,” as the Flizabethans
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forma for history the oentral interest of
the period, and, therefora, of this volume.

Mr. Safrmsbury goes on in his preface
to admit ‘that if we adopt his definition
of the “Earlier Renalssance,” our interest
i ruthet’ "&1 lessenad as to [taly
herself it would be if we placed the
beginning of. the period further back.
Atiosto, ‘far example, i great, but our
author desms If only needful to compare
him, he yrnd not say with Dante, but with
such a fak Jower kind of genius as Boceaéelo,
to see thmt the stationary state, if not ex-’
actly the age of decadence, had been reached
no far as the Renaissance in Ttaly is con-
esrned. ‘T Is not, therefore, as we have
paid, so much the achievement of Ttalian
writers in the period under review, as the
inflience éxerted hy them and their pred-
ecesrors b France, Germany and England
~the influpnce upon Kpain is discunsed
in a sey a volume of this series—which
it ix the ‘principal aim of the book before
us to examine

It i noexllesa to say that, in pas«ing from
Jialv to France, the student of the Renaia-
pance passea from the mistress to a acholar.
In the third chapter of this voluine the
author nadertakes to thow why the acholar
was backward. About the backwardness
there is An doubt. Mr. Saintsbury freely
gdmits that the first half of the gixteenth
century is rot the period of the EarlyRenais-
sance in laly. On the other hand, nobody
dispntes that it is the period of the Farly
Renaissanoe in France. In France the
study of Greek-—-which was the test of the
Humanisfs~was undertaken much later
than in Italy, later even than in Germany
and in England. The best explanation of
the fact that Mr. Saintsbury can give s
this~that tho French universities were
particuladly powerful, and particularly
obturantist, . “Scarcely even in Spain
was thera'a more perseciting bady when

tion came into fashion than the
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Borbonne; searcely at Cologne v e
greater ance of dnertia to the new
studies at Paris,” The author thinks
that sométhing must also be set down to
the fact that Franoe had not only the oldest
and most elebrated university teaching
in Furops, but alio a Iltterature which,
though Ualy could, outshine it with her
best examples and with the state of per-
fection, réeached by them, was far older,
fmmensely  more veluminous and more
waried than. the Italian.  Mr. Saintsbury
does not:ppem to sao that the influence
of this faet was minimized by another
consideration noted by him, that of this
indigerows lterature the French nabilty
and gentry of the fifteenth century took
wery little heed. Or the whole, it must
be said that Mr Saintsbury leaves the
backwardness of Frauce to feel the Renals-
sonoe unaxplained, for it is no explanation
to remind ws of the very thing needing
explanntion, to wit: that “Frunce has sel-
dom been very remarkable for classionl—
wt least for Greek—studies, and, though
she cortainly became so for a time during
onr presort period, this was long the enly
excoption,”

We pass 1o the chapter on the *Seohool
ol Plzabethan Liwrsture * How doss
M: Baintsbwry sacceunt for the faot that
the Englbh Rensissanoe, which was to
produce by far the greatest literary re-
wiltn of the whole movement, had an over.
ture, and even something much 1 ere than

an overture, of portentous and almost
unexsampied  lengih  and dulness? For
Eogland s slowness (0 fuel the (mpluse

given by Italy he finds one reason in the
rw.luv clmrncter of the Eogheh langusge

1 procowss  of  compounding  moders o
Foglioh omt of Lis Anglo-Basen, Frenoh,
snd latin slementis was bt sulolest by
advanoed @ the close of the Afteenth oen
Sury Ihe toal topncn why the resulis

w

about the drama during the Earlier Renais-
sance, when this period is defined as the
first half of the sixteenth century
chapter on the subject Mr

writers, John Heywood and John Bale,

more definitely than {8 shown by writers
of any other country the transition stages
between the medisval and
drama. In Kaly and in Germany the re-
vived ancient forms steppad more or less
simply into the place of the medimval. In
France, also, this was the case so far as
Latin playn were concerned; but during

the period under those in the ver-
nacular exhibited ly any differences
the old ntedimvel model In

the case of England, however, our author {

German for literary purposes
of the fifteenth century. He
that “Middle High German
its palmy days, which were
short, a very delightful lan-
fortunate in its exponents.
it had been rather dependent upon the
ntemporary French literature for sub-
, 80 had the whole of Europe; and thO'
of Europe had not produced a more |
exquisite poet than Walther von der Vogel-
weide, though Italy had produced an in-
finitely greater, and England one stronger,
more varied, less oocasional.” Moreover,
“It does not appear that the splita between
German dialeots were at all wider than
those between Tuscan and Venetian, be-
twean Neapolitan and Ferrarese; and one
oan say less hesitatingly that mere poli-
tios oould have nothing fatal or final to
do with the matter. Indeed, the ease
with which Luther succeeded in imposing
lterary dialect on Germany, as Chaucer
had imposed one on England, shows that
there could be nothing insuperalile to over-
come.” One can only, therefore, fall
back on the old hypothesis that, until
Luther appeared, the man was not there
to overcome it.

Mr. Saintabury suggests that it may be
said of Luther with more justice, perhaps,
than of any other man in any language.
exoept Dante and Chaucer, that he found
Ron.e brick and left it marble Not, in-
deed, that Luther left the German language
exactly marble. The language is not that
even yet. But *“Luther found the German
of his day for the most part & very common
and unlovely brick, indeed, the brick of a
London back street, mouldering, but not

H
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uglineas. He laft it, at worst, the brick of
Hurstmonceaux, or of Queen's College,
Cambridge; and he opened quarries of
divers kinds, from freestone to granite,
capable of expressing all the fantastic,
and, at the same time, durable caprices
and imaginations that the Teutonic mind
could dream of Walther, Luther, Heine-
these are the three that abide in mastery
of the German language A more oddly
assorted trio in many ways, perhaps, no
man shall ind anywhere; hdrdly anywhere
a greater in power of shaping the national
instrument to the national voice * But
Luther was, primarily, a theologian and a
raformer. 8o far, therefore, as the Ger-
man vernacular was caused by him to feel
the impulse of the Renaissance movement,
the effect of tha impulse was shown mainly
in polemical literature It is only Luther
himeelf, among vernacular controversial-
ists (unlese we should add Malanchthon),
who in some of his minor writings vindi-
cates Protestantism from the charge of
leading necessarily to the Puritan Avernus,
and ocontrives to infuse into rough polemics
hymor, learning and a certain kindliness

Of course, we do not expect to hear much

In hin
Saintsbury
lays some stress upon the English dramatic

because, as he thinks, they shaw us rather

the modern

notes that there were “forms of indigenous
theatrical performance, which, whether
influenced by ancient models or not (in
Heywaod's case, probably not, in Bale's
probably a good deal), indicate an advance
upon the medimval and an appreach to the
modern * From the viewpoint of the mod-
ern critle, the value of these performances
les not mso much in the actual productions
of in the gotual type which thay exemplify,
as in the probabilities, or rather certainties
of improvement which that type possesses.
During the sixty or seventy wyears which
passed from the “Four Elements™ an inter-
lude written, apparently, before 1520, and
the forty or ffty years that passed from
Bale's play of “Kyng Johan" to Marlowe,
every year wasa making audiences nore
eager for action on the stage, for an inter-

of exactly what they wanted to do, and of
exactly the means which would make most

mixture of the comic with the serious, for
bustle and variety and stir The very
admixture of reallsm with the improba
bilties and abstractions of the morality
and mystery may have inclined Eunghish
audionoes to tolerates other improbabilities '
which shooked classion! crition  Tf & 1uys
tery covared the whaole life of Christ, why !
should not a chroulele or a tragedy cover |
the whole life of sorae secular hero? “And |
80" suggests Mr Naintsbury "in our own
and usual way, driving the nall where it
would go, caring nothing for anomaly |
and & great deal for presedent, gelng never
by rule, exeept the rule of thumb disdain
lug ‘technioal education' working supre
grammatican in the roval English fashior
we produced  Shakespeare

We have said that the relirth of Bpanish,
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to Mr Saintsbury, is only Italy's part of
{ the burden of the Renaissance. More-
over, If the highest and rarest charm is
denied 1o Ariosto, 1t s scknowledged that
“for varied grace, for infinite faculty of

was just before ita
unlike Polish, it could poiut to a .
erdble past. Hungarian seems to have
been only going to begin. "
Looking back over Mr. Saintsbury's
volume we recognizé that within the period
which he has chosen for portrayal, veritable
niasterworks wers produced only in Itgly.
The latest of all European oountries to
achieve a real literature in the vernacular,
Italy was by far the earliest to revive the '
study of the ancient tongue; and this re-
vival ripened the vernacular at the same I
time  The period from Dante to Boocaccio
had been too short to exhaust the literary
faculty of the nation; and the attention be-
stowed upon the classics by the Humanists
had Inavitably, if unwillingly, reacted u
the equipment of the Tuscan tongue
consequent advantage possessed by Italy
is discussed at length in the second chapter
of this volume Mr Saintabury says:
“When there began that wonderful after-
gloom of seventy or eighty years, the later
period of which falls to our lot here, the
Italians settled onoce more to the production
of literature, with advantages in all but
one respect far superior to those
by any other nation whatsoever. To take
Politian or Pulei in the earlier, Ariosto or
Machiavelll in the laiter half, and to com-
pare them with Rabelais or Ronsard, with
Surrey or even with Spenser, far later than
the latest whom we notice, is almost like
comparing a modern astronomer with the
possessor of an astrolabe The Italians
had a language somewhat lacking, indeed,
in spirit, but already tuned and tempered
to the utmost possible pitch of melody and
music.  All important metrical problems

if not formally, was practically fixed; their
vocahulary vwas as wide as thay wanted if
Prose, which was struggling into being
in England, and was still much unformed
in France, had with the Italians already
reached comparative perfaction  They were
rather hehindhand in drama, but in every
other kind of literature they were ahead,
and in tale-telling very much ahead of all
other peoples lastly, they had been
acquainted for & hundred years and more
with a very large portien, and, for a consid-
efable time, with practically the whole,
of the classics, whence they could derive
at once instruction and example

Under the circumstances one cannot be
surprised at the rank which, not at one
time or in one country only, has been al-
lowed to the Italian literature of the Cinque-
cento. The “Age of Leo X.." as it used
to be loosely called, was for no small length
of time, and under no few changes of pre-
vailing literary taste, extollad as one of
the greatest ages of literature and, per-
haps, the greatest age of modern litera-
ture. It fell from this high estate about
a century ago, and Mr. Saintsbury doubts
whether it will ever recover ite old pride
of place. He oconcedes, however, that
“of the greatness of it best authors, of
an Arioato or a Machiavelll, there never
has been much, and there never should
be any, doubt. By the number of names
which it has to show in a rank somewhat
lower, it may outrank all but the best in
other times and in other countries. In
polish and accomplishment of language,
in clear knowledge on the part of the writers

readers think that they had done this, it
has, perhape, no superior at all.” Among
the defects of the Italian literature of the
first half of the sixteenth century one was
its lack of remance. Discussing this de-
ficiency, Mefiaintsbury paints-out - that:
of the ohief element of romance, to wit,
mystery, the Italians knew nothing, though
they were fond of its caricature, marvel.
The Romans themselves had had very
little sense of the mysterious, and the whole
course of lialian eivilization had served
as a preventive to the importation of this
gift from the North. Again, the master
works of Italian prose are now criticized
on the ground that they exhibit neither
rhythmical magnificence nor racy vigor
of style. It is held, too, that the verse
even of. Ariosto cannot be absolved from
occasional emptiness, and oceasional fri
gidity of sentiment, while the prose of |
Machiavelli suffers from a one-sided eriti- |

ecism of life, that of Bembo and others
evineing no sueh criticism at all. As re-
garde, however, the absence or imperfec-

tion of a criticism of life, this, according

pastime, for curious and yet never over-
labored art, for the provision of a standard

of & verimin order of poetical narmtion

which noue has ever exoelled, and few
Lhave ever for moments, reached, he has
no fellow o terature. There is nolsody |
Ielore Lin, save Chasuoer, of anything

Hke bis peculier qualiny, after Lim hundreds
tried to attaln 1, and most falled *
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& work which undoubtedly is destived
to remain a hight auhority.
Among the remoter sources of the antip-
sthy avinoed hy the Chinese to foreigners
Mr. Smith names, first, the pride of race

| due to geographical and historical isolation

and to the patent superiority of the Chinese
to their immediate bors. Whatever
may have been the origin of the Chinese—
& consideration of that question would take
us back more than four milleniums into
primeval listory -the fact confronts us
that they have long occupied one of the
tew sections of the earth's surface the
inhabitants of which seem independent
of the rest of mankind. The barriers of
China are mare real than were those of
ancient Egypt. The vast deserts behind
her demizens proved almust as much pro-
tection as did the (llimitablé coean in front
and there were gigantic mountain rangea
which stood as sentinels of her fertile plains.
She did not altogether escape invasion,
but she did escape absorption into the cur-
rents of contemporancous human life,
The Mongols under Genghis Khan and his
successors overran China, but their dyn-
asty soon vanished, leaving China as she
had been. To the north were immeasurable
steppes stretching to the Amur Valley, and
beyond them nothing. To the wesl were
the Nomads of Central Aeia, whose very
name the Chinese wrote with the radical
signifying a dog. If the superiority of its
people to its neighbors afords a reasonable
ground for pride, the Chinese were entitled
to be proud. They were first, and there
was no second to be found within their
knowledge. If pride of race, involving
as it does, an unwillingness to borrow
from others, be a_national defect, it J§ one
to which the Chinese have heen incessantly
subjected until within a period so short
that, measured against their almost geo-
logic ages of history, it seems trifling

Naxt among the causes of Chinese antip-
athy to Western peopleé our author would
put the Chinese tamperament. The charac-
teristie of the Chinese temperament 18 con-
tentment, the absence of aspirations. The
typical Chinese does not even desire to he
wiser or better off than were his forefathers.
He believes such an advance to be unat-
tainable. His very ideals lie in the past
not in the future It isthis attitude of
the Chinese which puzzles the Occidental
mind. To the Chinese themselves, how-
ever, there ix no mystery about their at-
titude. “When a thing is as good as it can
be, you cannot make it any better® that
is the fundamental assumption which has
long dwelt in the Chinese national con-
sciousness.  “All that was said by the sages
is true; therefora all truth was gpokgn by
the sages ” To the Chineses these ate al-
most  identical propositions. There are
now no sages, and for this regson the Gold-
en'Age of the Chinese isin the remote past,
The bearing of these facts upon the aversion
exhibited by the Chinese to Wesatern ideas
and institutions is obvious. Whatever
tends to awing the Chinese race eut of line
with the past is for that reason alone to
be tahooed. For the Chinese this is not a
matter for argument, but it i« to be decided
by instinct. 1t was a & ving of & great em-
peror of the T'ang dynasty that the tenets
of the sages are adapted to the Chinese as
water is adapted to fish, and the relation of
the Chinese to the sages is that of the fish
to the water—when the one dries up the
other dies

Again, the Chinese differ from Western
people in that they have an instinctive
and hereditary aversion to war. In case
of necessity they can fight, and have fought,
with more or less sucoess.. But fighting is
it their normal state of activity, and by
them the military man is regarded as dis-
tinotly lower than the civil officlal from
every point of view. A military life, being
deemed unworthy of the educated Chi-
nese, has heen nsually left to those who
have missed suocess in the civil examina-
tlons; indeed, many occupants of high
military posts have not been able to read
or write. The ordinary soldiers have
been drawn largely from the vagrant and
wortliless class. It is proverbial in China
that good men do not become soldiers
Such being the Chinese view of the mili-
tary arm of the State, it has naturally
been treated as & necessary evil, no at
tempt has been made to improve i, and
there has been no correction of long-stand
ing abuses. The necessity of making a

appeal 1o arms has been to the Chinese
in many ways distasteful. They lLave |
not wished to fight, Lut merely 1o be le
alone. They do not care either to trade

with Western peoples, although they Lave
profited Ly commercial interoourse.  Che
foo, from an unknown flehiing village
doveloped into a great port, T
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admits, alt insists on the necessity
of ex-terri “The  Chinese are

far lems sonsitive to the incquality and inci-
deatal lnjustice associaied with ex-terri-
torial rights than are (he Jupanese, who,
after energetic ttruggles, have rid them-
selves of it altogether; but there s no doubt
that it [the aystem of gx-tervitoriality)
has been as vinegar Lo the teeth and smoke
to the eyes of bundreds of Chinese officials,

less no to the Central Coverpmnent itself,
which is thus perpetually reminded of its
own shortsighted wess, weakress and in-
ferlority to other nations "

With regard to the second war between
England and China, tha', namely, which
may be said to have begun with the capture
of Canton in 1887-8, and to have ended with
the ratification of the Treaty of Tientsin,
Mr. Smith is far from being a thorough-
going defender of the British policy. He
thinks that the general claim and position
of the British were righ', and that the war
was unavoidable, but he recognises that
it was full of regrettable incidents, all of
which left behind & sting in the national
self-consciousness of the Chinese. It was
begun upon a téchnicality, and was so con-
ducted upon many points as to give oocasion
for just oriticlam. Referring to this second
Chinese war, Mr. Justin McCarthy in his
“History of Our Own Times,” has said:
“The truth is, there las seldom been so
flagrant and 80 inexcusable an example
of high-handed lawlessness in the dealings
of a strong with & weak nation.”

By the Treaty of Tientsin the FKiap re
of China was introduced against her will
into what was termed the “sisterhood of
| nationg.” & relatiopship 1o whigh the Chinese,
with native pliabiiiyg, procesded to adapt
themselves. The forty vears intervening
hefore the Boxer uprising in the apring of
1900 i divided into several periods, the
close of each of which is markad with some
events of capital importance to China and
to foreigners. Of these periods the first
extends from 1860 to the Tientsin massacre
in June, 1870. During the first half of this
decade China was atill struggling with the
Taiping Rebellion. In the sacond half the
Burlingame Mission was despatched to
Western lands to see what China might gain
from the “sistarhood of nations” idea, but
the death of ite principal agent put an end
to the hopes built upon it

In the next decade the murder by local
Chinesa officials of a young British officer
named Margary, who was on a tour though
Yunnan, to the horder of Burmah, almost
brought about a third rupture between
China and CGreat Britain. The meagre
outcome of the resultant negotiations
was the opening of a few more treaty ports
It was in this dacade that the famous edu-
cational mission was ment to the United
States, mainly through the influence of
Mr. Yung Wing, who was at ones a Chinese
and an American, a graduate of Yale Uni-
versity and a true lover of his people. The
plan was that a select body of young Chinese
ghould be educated in Western fashion,
#0 a8 to ba ready to take conapicuous places
in & movement for the regeneration of their
country. The young men bhecame Ameri-
canizad, clearly recognizad the error of
Chinese traditional ideas, and were filled
with  enthusiasm for permeating the
inert mass of Chinese conservatiam
with the leaven of their new concep-
tions and convictions, As soon as this
was perceived by the Chiness authori-
ties, all the students were straightway
ordered home, where they found themselves
literally young men without a country,
the t of the tyranny of narrow-minded
and obstructive ofclals, who wished to
make them realize that their newly ac-
quired foreign notions could not and would
not be tolerated in the Middle Kingdom.
Their subsequent career was disappoint-
ing alike to themselves and to the pro-
moters of their mission. Many of them did
good service in a limited way. but not one
enjoved the opportunities or exerted the
influence which had been expected. Mr
Smith has little doubt that one lament-
able effect of this well-meant effort to
enlighten the darkness of the Middle King-
dom was to make a large circle of influ-
ential Chinese offcials perocive with ir
crensed  distinetness the “irreconcilable
conflict of ideas between the East and th
West, and 1o increase the bitterness of

heit feelings toward the domineering
Oovidentals *

The end of the decade was marked by
a long and desultory war with Franoe
caund on the Chinese side by 1he aggres
{ sons of France in Indo-China. and on
| the side of Franoe by Chinese obstinacy
and deowit  The Clunese were aoccussd
by the Frenoh of having contributed to

the principal fort
frontier of l-vh‘
French had  iwen

W hen e French

the defeat at Langson
ress on the northern
king, from which the
repiilsed with heavy loss

demand for sn ndemuity  was  refused
Ly the Pekin Governtpent, the matier
was put into the hands of Aduiral Courber

who first blockaded Formosa and then ook

up & position ten miles Lelow the oty of

Fu thou and prowesded 1o destroy

| Chinese fleet By this Ligh-handed
the pmaple of the ity wete roussd 1o fury
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to tens of thousands of subjects, and not

' the kotow, but sharply differentiate equal
nations from the dependent and tribu-
tary statee with which Chinese history
in filled, combined to establish such a pre-
cedent and in June, 1873, the young Em-
peror T'ung Chih (predeceasor of tha pres-
ent B Kwang Su), received the
envoys Western lands in a manner
befitting thelt rank and office as legates
' from sister Powers. Even this victory,
however, Was not regarded as complete
on account of the unsuitability of the par-
ticular building ohosen for the reception,
the building having associations with trib-
ute and inferiority. Little by little the
obstructions to a racognition of full equality
were overcome, and, finally, in the early
montha of 1808, the Empress Dowager
herself, who, sinoe, the coup d'élat of Bep-
tember, 1898, hgd become Empress Regent,
received the wives of the Foreign ministers
in a special place, with every token of
oordiality and esteem. At the instapce of
the ladles of the Foreign Legations, a sec-
| ond interview with the Empress took place
at the beginning of 1900 under like condi-
tions. Five months later her Majesty
was issuing ediets which ordered her troops
to throw shells and fire bullets into the
dwelling places of these same ladies from
\ the West, with a view to their speedy an-
nihilation.
years of China's compulsory introduction
into the “sisterhood of nations.”

Aftar the seizure of Kiao-Chou by Ger-
many, followed as it was by Russia's ex-
action of Port Arthur and Talienwan--in-
cidents that justified a fear of more ex-
tended mutilations it was inevitable that
Western ideas should find an entrancte
' even into the imperial palace. Inthe spring
- of "iNOA"There wars afiifs" ThAt W tbslfe” Tor

reform had taken possession of the minds

of some of the members of the official class
! in Pekin, and that the Emperor Kwang-Su
| himself, who lately had insisted upon
exerciting a oonsiderable measure of
authority, had becomé an earnest ad-
vooate of changes without which, in
his opinion, the "autonomy of his em-
pire was threatened. On June 11 ap-
| peared a brief edict relating to the selection
of Ministers t5 foreign countries. Viceroys
and Governors were to recommend such
men as they might deem best qualified
for such posts, men whose “education and
abilities were of a practical and high order,
and who were not enveloped in the narrow
circle of bigotad conservatism and obsolete
and impractical customsa " On the same
day appeared a long edict on the subject
of reform in general, in whioh the Emperor
designated some of the reforms at which
he aimed, such a« improving the personnel
of the army, substituting “modern arms
and Weatarn organization; seleoting military
officars according to Western methods
of military education; the institution of
high and elementary schools and colleges
of literary education in sccordance with
the principles which obtain in forelgn
oountries, all for the sake of starting our
country on the road of progress.” The
Emperor want on to refute the objections
raised to reform by many old employees
of the State who argued that China ought
to stick to the very letter of the ancient
institutions. The following paragraph of
the edict is reproduoed by Mr. Smith as
being of particular importance: “Our
scholars now are without solid and practical
education; our artisang are without scien-
tific instructors; when compared with other
countries, we soon see the difference be-
tween our strength and the strepgth of
others; and, when we compare the ready
wealth of this empire with that of other
countries, the difference is still greater,
Does any one think that in our present con-
dition he can really say with any truth that
our men are as well drilled and well led
as those of any of the foreign armies; or
that we can successfully stand against
any of them? We are conscious of the fact
that, unless We in Our own person decide
firmly and strongly, Our commands will
tnot go far in execution. * * * The
methods of government inaugurated by
the Sung and the Ming dynasties, upon in-
vestigation, reveal nothing that is of any
practical use, or that may be of sdvantage
! to science " The conoluding section of
of this proclamation set forth the impor-
tance of a central university in Pekin and
ordered stops to be taken for its foundation.

Two davs afier the appearance of this
edict the Pekin Gasette ismiod an announce -
ment that a censor had recommendesd (o
his Majesty's notioe a person named K'ang
Yu Wel, who had been appointed third
Cluss seoretary in the Board of Workes, as
being & man of deep learning, exceptional
abilitios and progressive ideas
was @ native of a village near Canton
where he had aoguired such & reputa
tion that he was popularly known as “ K'sog,
the modern sage and reformer *  On June
16 0 ang had wn wudence with the Enperor
whideh lasted for tvu hours the detalls of
the conference were made publio by K'ang
a' Hong Rong several montha later  The
| Emywror seemns have beoen d“’ll) -

prossed Ly the reformer. and most of the

odicte lsaued dunng the eveutful summer
of 188 appear 1o have Loon due 1o Inspire

i from this soyrce On June 29 8 decres
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This was the outcome of forty '

This man '

the adoption of the Christian religion as
that of the State and the promise of a na
tional parliament: and, fically, a visit by
the Emperor and Empress lowager 1o the
Mikado, that they might =ec for themse ! oo
the deplorable condition of China, as con
pared with that of Japar The 1w Pres
dents of the Board of Rites were shocked 1y
the audacity of these proposals, and ordered
Wang Chao to withdraw them. This ha
refusad to do, insisting that his suggestions
had been invited by the Emperor
In an edict issued Sept. 1, 1868, the .
peror explained how he came 10 invite 1he
presentation of such memorials. He wernt on
i'o observe that the claim that Wang (hao »
petition contained narrow-minded and wild
' suggstiong was an impeachment
own grodsense, as if he had not intelligenca
enough to perceive the merits or the shore
comings of the document when it shou s
! be submitted to him. Three days lier
| the two Presidents apd four Viee-Pre:i.
; dents of the Board of Rites were dicmirend
, from the publio serviee for withholding
| the memorial, while Wang Chao was cone
mended and promoted to such an extent
that he might have heen appointed a proe
vincial judge had the Emperor continued in
| power. On Sept. 7a few words in the Pelon
I Gazette intimpted that Li Hung Chang and
Chin Hain (a8 Manchu) were dismissed from
the Teung-li-Yamen, Hitherto the con.
servative party had seemed to be stunned
by the suddennsss of the blows which fel)
right and left, but now it was felt that tie
time had come for decisive action  An
agreament was reached on the part of the
conservatives to present a joint memorial
to the Empress Dowager, pointing out that
the only way to preserve the dynas'v and
the SAUMLY from " delfruen s wae for tha
Empress {5 resume power, depose the Fm.
paror and exterminate the reformers Tha
disgraced officiale, together with mnany
others hostile to the new measires, pre.
sented themselves at the I Ho Park, where,
sinoe the exercise of authority by the yvoung
Emperor, the Empress Dowager had been
amusing herself with her flowers and her
boats. The petitioners clamored for *jus.
tioa." The Fmpress read their memorial
with impassive face, and dismissed them
with no intimation as te how she would act,
When ahe did move, it was with character.
istic energv. Summoning the imperial
clansmen, Prince Tuan and Tsai Lien, she
askad for their assistanca in thrusting aside
the Emperor, bribing Prince Tuan with the
promise of selecting another oocupant of the
throne from among his sons. These clans-
man were to surnmon all tha Princes, Dukes
nobles and ministers of the imperial clan
on a certain dav and demand the deposition
of the Emperor, while other designated
persons were to head the officiala not bee
longing to the household
The Emperor Kwang-su was not ignorant
of the plans of hia enemies He madae
known his difficulties and dangers to K'ang
Yiu Wei, and gave him two apecial edicts,
which K'ang subsaquently made public
The last contained these utterances of
despair: “I have very great sorrow in mvy
heart which cannot be deseribed with pen
and ink. You must at onoe procead abroad,
and without a moment's delay devise means
to save me " The Emperor knew that
nothing could be done without the command
of the army, which waa largely in the hande
of Jung Lu, a crafty intrigner who had
wormed his way up to the highest posts
in the Empire. The Emperor intandad to
make use of Vaun 8hih K'ai to circumvent
Jung La and to employ the troopa to coop
the Empreas Dowager in her I Ho Park
until his own position should be saecure.
Our author tells us of Yuan Shih K'al that
he is a Honan man of great natural abili-
tien, who had distinguished himself as
Chinese Resident in Corea, and had later
organized and drillad a body of 12500
| troops under German instructors until they
wore the most trustworthy foree in the
Empire. His predilections wers for re-
| torm, but he was constitutionally a trimmer,
' and at the critleal juncture he failed the
Emperor, and betrayed his plans to Jung
1a, who, as Governor-General of Chihli,
was realding at Tientain. The latter sped
| to Pekin There he laid the whole matter
before the Empress, who holdly sprung
her mine, faced and denounced the Em
peror, took from him a meal of State and
virtually made him a prisoner in his island
palace. K'ang Yu Wei and a few others
of the patriotic band wha had counselled
| the Emperor escaped with great difficulty
1o Tientsin, and boarded a steamer headed
| Bouth Most of the other conspleuons
| reformeam were beheaded  The Emperor
| was foroed 10 slgn a decres which an
nounced his abdication, and the Empress
‘ Dowage! onoe more became absolute m -
trons of the State  The Pekin Gasette

of i

| forthwith bristled with denuncistory de-
{ creece repaaling evervihing which had been
| lately done, forbidding reform of every
wort, and vindictively pursuing all wio
had Lad any hand in the recent progressive
measures  Mr Smith finds it sasy to trace
| the Land of this revengeful woman through
| the whale course of (hinese administration
L in the following two years The fact that
[ ahe was 1o have been not only set aside
: but cooped up in the courts of & plegsure
| park drove her 1o madness  The more o' e
refloctod upon it the Beroer ale grew [
tnately she somme 1o have resolved 'a
lre e Veslige of » peniod in whiel s
soleious purposes had ey
To tha' eud she heresll boomine the Lead
patronese of Uw Boasr movsmngn' the w0
of whach was Lo sapel every formiguers oo
e Middie Kingdom . and 1o leave (10
foo e (hinses Thus we sse tha! tha
A ronsment of Kwaugeo vained w08
Mool (he fradful seed of e Boas o
buvak  Without the funl svon U e !
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